44    BETWEEN TEARS AND LAUGHTER
railways have been sabotaged in India and I agree this is highly regrettable because it hampers our war effort. But what would you have the Indians do?
For two and a half years after England had declared war on behalf of India without first consulting the Indians themselves, the Congress leaders held off, while the English would do nothing to improve the situation. Frantic appeals for freedom and the immediate proximity of the Japanese in Burma precipitated the Cripps' mission. The Indians wanted real power in the defence of their country; the British Government would not give it to them. The only solid accomplishment of the Cripps' mission was that the idea of "Pakistan" received English oScial blessing and laid the basis for future dissensions in India. Appeals for reopening negotiations after the Cripps' mission were vain. The war over India was fought in America; the English had won here and were satisfied. The Congress and Indian popular opinion were getting restive. Indian bitterness mounted and Indian morale deteriorated. The English rulers were still silent. What would you have the Indians do? Address more prayers to stones?
After every effort to reopen negotiations had failed, Gandhi gave advance notice to the Viceroy of India about the civil disobedience campaign to be started. The English would not be intimidated. Gandhi begged the Viceroy for a chance to see him. The Viceroy with true viceregal dignity refused. The Congress leaders were put in jail, illegally, according to English judges. The unarmed "rebellion" was quelled. The situation was "well in hand." The American press expressed the opinion that after this success of force, the English would be "magnanimous in victory," and some effort at reopening negotiations might be made. The English were still very "firm."